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Measurement of anti-Muslim hate crime and incidents in 

the UK 

 

One of the biggest problems encountered in researching Islamophobia and associated issues over 

the past decade has been the lack of substantive quantitative and empirical data available. Where 

some data is available, it is extremely limited and, in my opinion, has served as a significant 

hindrance in presenting a valid case for tackling the phenomenon. Also where evidence is available, 

it is open to interpretation and is far from conclusive. 

 

If one looks back across the past decade or so, my research for the European Union Monitoring 

Centre on Racism & Xenophobia in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks highlighted this issue. Indeed, 

one of the recommendations was that EU member states work together to formulate a “standard 

basis of data collection” (p.32). Not only would this encourage greater comparability across Europe 

but so too would it establish a more complete picture of the scale and prevalence of Islamophobia 

and associated incidents. Sadly, this recommendation was not implemented. 

RESOURCE:  

Chris Allen & Jorgen Nielsen, Summary report on Islamophobia in the EU after 11 

September 2001 (Vienna: European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia, 2002). 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Synthesis-report_en.pdf 

 

As part of the research for my book entitled “Islamophobia” (2010), I once more tried to uncover 

quantitative data in relation to anti-Muslim incidents. Despite it being a number of years since 9/11, 

the same lack of data was in evidence. The only additional information I did come across was far 

from objective. This was largely ‘third-party data’ which, unlike the data that will hopefully emerge 

from the MAMA project, was open to significant question: 

 

“the IHRC [Islamic Human Rights Commission] which claimed that 674 attacks on Muslims 

were recorded following 9/11. Ranging from psychological pressure and harassment, both 

verbal and written, through to physical violence and material damage, the IHRC verifies its 

evidence as ‘concrete proof of Islamophobia’. The IHRC attempts to contextualise the scale of 

the problem noting, ‘the vast majority of incidents including serious physical assaults go 
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unreported’ suggesting that the 674 recorded were merely one part of a greater, more 

serious whole” (p.123-4). 

 

Another source was also identified: 

 

“FAIR also drew similar conclusions from its monitoring programme that was in operation 

prior to 9/11. Post-9/11, FAIR reports that the number of incidents increased by a staggering 

600 per cent” (p.124) 

 

However, as I stated in the book, both organisations were largely London-centric and so both had a 

limited reach. It was also clear that neither organisation had established any criteria as to what 

might reasonably be deemed or categorised as ‘Islamophobic’ and so the incidents being recorded 

were quite disparate. Both sources therefore clearly fail to provide the necessary statistical 

evidence. 

RESOURCE:  

Chris Allen, “Islamophobia” (London: Ashgate, 2010) 

unavailable online 

 

In terms of institutional data, again very little continues to exist. Hate crimes are recorded by the 

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) but as the latest figures from 2010 highlight, ‘faith’ based hate 

crimes are not disaggregated by religion (except those relating to anti-Semitism). 

RESOURCE:  

Hate Crime Data for 2010 

http://report-it.org.uk/files/acpo_hate_crime_data_for_2010.pdf 

 

CPS Hate Crime Reports & Resources  

http://www.report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1 

 

The CPS’s hate crime data as well might also need further investigation. As research has shown for 

more than a decade, there is a clear overlap between issues of ‘race’ and ‘faith’ and so some of 

those crimes that are duly recorded as ‘race’ may well be ‘faith’ motivated. An example of this might 

be where a Sikh man is attacked because he is perceived by the attacker as being a Muslim. 

Consequently, even disaggregated data from the CPS might not present an entirely accurate picture. 
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Research undertaken on behalf of the Association of Muslim Police (NAMP) also highlights a further 

consideration in relation to institutional data. As its report noted: 

 

“...as the 2004 CBMI [Commission on British Muslims & Islamophobia] follow-up report 

stated, whilst the number of incidents appears to be continuing to rise – particularly sharply 

after trigger events – the vast majority of incidents go unreported. Reiterated in the 2004 OSI 

report, both EUMC reports from 2007, the FRA 2009 report and most recently, the 2010 

EMRC report, the issue of reporting incidents is a critical one. Albeit focusing on Europe 

rather than in the UK, the FRA 2009 report stated that 79% of victims of Islamophobic 

incidents were unlikely to report their experience. As it went on, the main reasons given for 

not reporting discrimination was the perception that nothing would happen or change whilst 

in other reports, the view was confidence in the police or even that the police were racist.” 

(p.18). 

RESOURCE:  

Chris Allen, An overview of key Islamophobia research (London: NAMP, 2010). 

http://muslimsafetyforum.org.uk/downloads/Publications/Overview_Islamophobia.pdf 

 

 

It is worth stressing the number of reports quoted in the NAMP research which highlight the 

likelihood of anti-Muslim and Islamophobic incidents and attacks going unreported. 

RESOURCE:  

Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia, Islamophobia: issues, challenges and 

action (Stoke on Trent: Trentham Books, 2004). 

http://www.insted.co.uk/islambook.pdf 

 

Choudhury, Tufyal Monitoring minority protection in the EU: the situation of Muslims in 

the UK (London: Open Society Institute, 2002). 

http://www.mcb.org.uk/downloads/osi.pdf 

 

European Monitoring Centre for Racism & Xenophobia, Perceptions of discrimination and 

Islamophobia: Voices from members of Muslim communities in the European Union 

(Vienna: EUMC, 2007). 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Perceptions_EN.pdf 
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European Monitoring Centre on Racism & Xenophobia, Muslims in the European Union: 

Discrimination and Islamophobia (EUMC: Vienna, 2007). 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Manifestations_EN.pdf 

 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights: Data in Focus Report: Muslims (Vienna: 

FRA, 2009). 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/EU-MIDIS_MUSLIMS_EN.pdf 

 

The situation currently faced reflects my comments to the All Party Parliamentary Group on 

Islamophobia (APPG) in November 2011. As I recommended to the APPG, it must: 

 

 

“Prioritise the need for quantitative data – the ‘numbers’ relating to Islamophobia – and 

consider quick and easy strategies for beginning to collect and collate. It is likely that data 

relating to exclusionary practices and violence as a tool for exclusion would be particularly 

beneficial. Two suggested start points include: 

 

– Commission a research report from the Crime Prosecution Service into Islamophobic crime 

including reported Islamophobic incidents and their respective prosecution outcomes. This 

would reflect the work of the APPG on anti-Semitism in May 2008 from which an action plan 

on hate crime was devised. 

 

– Commission a research report from the Equality & Human Rights Commission into the way 

in which Islamophobia is being addressed and tackled via equalities legislation. This could be 

multi-sector, e.g. education, employment, housing etc. From this a further action plan could 

be drawn up” 

 

RESOURCE: 

Chris Allen, Nine recommendations to the APPG on Islamophobia 

http://tinyurl.com/733wvrr 

 

In relation to the work of the Cross-Government Working Group, the need for substantive evidence 

might require it to look beyond hate crime alone. The second recommendation therefore might be 

something which it considers in trying to establish an evidence base. Such a consideration might not 
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only improve understanding about the prevalence and extent of anti-Muslim and Islamophobic 

prejudice and discrimination being investigated and responded to within the broader equalities 

framework, but so too might it begin to offer a more inclusive approach, considering anti-Muslim 

and Islamophobic incidents from a more multi-sector perspective, e.g. in education, employment, 

housing etc.  

CONTACT: 

David Perfect 

Research Team, Equality and Human Rights Commission, Arndale House, The Arndale Centre, 

Manchester M4 3AQ 

research@equalityhumanrights.com 

0161 829 8500 

www.equalityhumanrights.com 
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Conditions driving anti-Muslim hatred in the UK 

 

There is not a single or easy answer to this question. 

 

Clearly Islamophobia and anti-Muslim/ anti-Islam attitudes, sentiments, expressions and so on pre-

date the events of 9/11. So whilst our research in the immediate aftermath of the attacks 

highlighted how: 

 

“...Islamic communities and other vulnerable groups have become targets of increased 

hostility since 11 September...” 

 

It added that:  

 

“...a greater sense of fear among the general population has exacerbated already exiting 

prejudices and fuelled acts of aggression and harassment in many European Member States” 

(p.5) 

RESOURCE:  

Chris Allen & Jorgen Nielsen, Summary report on Islamophobia in the EU after 11 

September 2001 (Vienna: European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia, 2002). 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Synthesis-report_en.pdf 

 

In trying to focus an answer to this question, I would suggest that three main drivers for anti-Muslim 

hatred in the UK: 

 

 the media 

 the far-right and other political figures 

 ideological Islamophobia in contemporary society 

 

The Media 

An analysis of the British press in the aftermath of 9/11 highlighted how newsworthy ‘Muslims’ and 

‘Islam’ became. As quoted in my book, from the 20 June 2001 to the 19 June 2002 the numbers of 

news stories about ‘Muslims’ and/or ‘Islam’ saw a massive increase in comparison to the period 
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from 1 January to the 9 September 2001. The number of articles in the former period of time and 

the percentage increase is set out below (p.98): 

 

Newspaper   No. of articles   % increase 

Guardian   2,043    250% 

Independent   1,556    228% 

Times    1,486    278% 

Daily Telegraph  1,176    282% 

Daily Mail   650    322% 

Mirror    920    561% 

Daily Express   305    219% 

Sun    526    658% 

Daily Star   144    360% 

 

RESOURCE:  

Chris Allen, “Islamophobia” (London: Ashgate, 2010) 

unavailable online 

 

Research undertaken on behalf of the Greater London Authority (GLA) in 2006 suggested that the 

situation apparent in the immediate aftermath of 9/11 was ongoing. Based on an analysis of the 

representation of ‘Islam’ and ‘Muslims’ in the British press between Monday 8 May 2006 and 

Sunday 14 May 2006 inclusive, the research sought to establish what a ‘normal’ week looked like 

from the point of view of the coverage of events related to Islam and Muslims in the British press. 

Comparing the findings of the 2006 research with similar research undertaken in 1996 by Elizabeth 

Poole (Staffordshire University), it was estimated that the numbers of articles/stories about Islam 

and Muslims had increased by about 270 per cent.  

 RESOURCE: 

Elizabeth Poole, Reporting Islam: media representations of British Muslims (London: IB Tauris, 

2002). 

unavailable online 

 

 CONTACT: 

 Dr Elizabeth Poole 

Flaxman Building, Staffordshire University, College Road, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 

2DE 
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e.poole@staffs.ac.uk 

01782 294435 

http://www.staffs.ac.uk/directory/viewperson.php?staffid=824 

 

In comparison to Poole’s earlier observations, a shift towards a more ‘British’ rather than 

‘international’ focus had seemed to have been undertaken, where 45 per cent of articles had a 

British focus compared to the 52 per cent international equivalent. One of the key observations here 

was how it seemed that in the British press, it was becoming increasingly difficult to differentiate 

between where ‘British’ and ‘international’ begins and ends, where all Muslims were increasingly 

homogenised and stereotyped. 

 

During the ‘normal week’, of the 19 national newspapers analysed, 12 were identified as having 

entirely negatively framed or associated representations of Islam and Muslims and, across all 

newspapers, 91 per cent of all representations were deemed to be negative. Almost 50 per cent of 

all of these referred to Muslims and/or Islam as posing a ‘threat’ whilst a further 34 per cent were 

related to crises. A significant majority (84 per cent) represented Islam and Muslims either as ‘likely 

to cause damage or danger’ or as ‘operating in a time of intense difficulty or danger’. In doing so, 

Islam and Muslims were repeatedly represented as being the antithesis or Other of ‘the West’ 

through having contrasting belief systems, actors, characteristics, attributes, qualities and values. 

Because of the nature and recurrence of such representations, it was noted that it was highly 

probable that those who are repeatedly exposed to such representations would begin to accept 

them as ‘truths’.  

RESOURCE: 

INSTED, The search for common ground: Muslims, non-Muslims and the UK media 

(London: GLA, 2007) 

http://ics-www.leeds.ac.uk/papers/vp01.cfm?outfit=ks&folder=75&paper=170 

 

Another report into the representation of Muslims and Islam in the media noted was that if Muslims 

were continued to be represented in similar ways, then it might be difficult for both Muslims and 

non-Muslims alike to see how Islam and Muslims can be ever be or fit into that which is deemed to 

be ‘British’ or take an equal participatory role in that which might be seen to be ‘our’ way of life. 

Contemporarily, the role of the British media would appear to have become ever more important in 

communicating and disseminating ideas and meanings. 

 RESOURCE: 
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Kerry Moore, Paul Mason and Justin Lewis, Images of Islam in the UK: The Representation 

of British Muslims in the National Print News Media 2000-2008 (Cardiff: University of 

Cardiff, 2008). 

 http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/jomec/resources/08channel4-dispatches.pdf 

 

Having stated this, it is important to reiterate a caveat finding from the EUMC research into 

Islamophobia in the EU following 9/11: 

 

“To try and explain the media's role therefore remains difficult. None of the reports 

suggested that the media directly caused or, indeed, were responsible for any reported or 

identified act of aggression or significant change in attitude. However, this is not to dismiss 

their impact in any way, and despite there being no direct evidence to suggest otherwise, 

the media continue to play a major role in the formulation and establishment of popular 

perceptions in the public sphere. So when certain media were identified as representing 

Muslims both negatively and stereotypically - sometimes as an almost necessary part of the 

reporting process - in a situation that was volatile, a greater willingness to be responsible 

and accountable would have been welcomed. However, some media sectors were 

responsible and accountable, while others sought to remain balanced and objective, and for 

this those sources should be congratulated. So whilst no evidence exists to suggest that 

medias are influentially causal, they also cannot be completely dismissed either” (pp.52-3) 

 

This caveat is absolutely crucial because it highlights the very real problem in trying to understand 

the role and influence of the media in shaping and informing views, attitudes, expressions and so on 

relating to Muslims and Islam. 

 

 

The Far-Right and other political figures 

I have written a number of pieces about the role of the far-right over the past decade. The following 

draws from some of these. 

 

Muslims and Islam have become a scapegoat for the far-right both in Britain and Europe. Undeniably 

bolstered by the events of 9/11 and 7/7, the most successful in exploiting this has been the British 

National Party (BNP). Formed in 1982 from a splinter group of the National Front (NF) - a far-right 

“whites only” political party that reached its political zenith in the 1970s and 1980s - the BNP were 
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quickly joined by members of the rapidly disintegrating British Movement. Existing on the political 

margins, the BNP gained prominence in 1993 when Derek Beacon won a local council election in the 

Isle of Dogs area of east London. Losing the seat soon after, the BNP remained marginalised until 

Nick Griffin took over as leader in 1999.  

 

Radically overhauling the organisation, the BNP – whether intentionally or otherwise – identified a 

loophole in the equalities legislation of the time. Whilst protection was afforded to those from 

within mono-ethnic religions, where Jews and Sikhs were protected against discrimination as “races” 

under case law, the same was not true for multi-ethnic religions. Noting how equalities legislation 

failed to afford protection against discrimination on the basis of being Muslim, the BNP began 

campaigning locally on an overtly anti-Muslim basis in 2000. Oldham was one of the first of these 

targeted areas. Proving successful, the BNP were given impetus. In the summer of 2001, 

disturbances across a number of former industrial towns saw significant numbers of largely British-

Pakistani young men take to the street. Reasonable assumption would suggest these were Muslim 

also. Less than a month after the disturbances, 9/11 occurred. Within a month, the BNP launched its 

first major campaign, Islam out of Britain. Exposing what it described as ‘the threat Islam and 

Muslims pose to Britain and British society’, it was followed soon after by a four page campaign 

leaflet entitled, The truth about I.S.L.A.M. [Intolerance, Slaughter, Looting, Arson, Molestation of 

Women]. The BNP declared that ‘no-one dares to tell the truth about Islam and the way that it 

threatens our democracy, traditional freedoms and identity’. 

RESOURCE: 

Chris Allen 'Fear and loathing: the political discourse in relation to Muslims and Islam in 

the contemporary British setting', in Politics & Religion (Vol. 4(2), Autumn 2010). 

http://tinyurl.com/7gce9pf 

 

Steadily growing in support and confidence, the BNP was further bolstered by 7/7. Exacerbating the 

fear and threat first tapped into after 9/11, within days of 7/7 the BNP had produced a leaflet 

showing the bombed out carcass of the bus in Tavistock Square emblazoned with a tagline that 

intoned “we told you so”: ‘Maybe now it's time to start listening to the BNP’. The next year the BNP 

fielded around 350 candidates in local elections under a campaign entitled ‘Islam Referendum Day’. 

Unprecedentedly, 33 BNP candidates were declared winners with a further 70 finishing in second 

place. It was in east London again, this time in Barking and Dagenham, where the BNP’s success was 

most notable. Winning 11 of 13 seats it contested, the BNP became the first official party of 

opposition in British history from the far-right in a local council chamber. Research undertaken by 
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Democratic Audit at the time suggested that around one in four people were considering voting 

BNP.  

RESOURCE: 

John Peter, Helen Margetts, David Rowland and Stuart Weir, The BNP: the roots of its 

appeal (Colchester: Democratic Audit, 2006). 

http://tinyurl.com/7seh2q4 

 

Emanating solely the BNP’s openly anti-Muslim anti-Islam campaigns, it had located a greater, 

almost country-wide quasi-legitimacy that saw their popularity mushroom as they became seen to 

be a genuine political alternative. Building on this, the BNP won a seat in the London Assembly in 

2008, 5.3% of the total vote. A year later, it won two seats in the European Parliament: 9.8% of the 

vote in Yorkshire and Humber, 8.0% in the North West. At the start of 2010, it was estimated the 

BNP had around 56 local councillors. Having been blighted by internal wrangling including an alleged 

death plot against Griffin and a hugely damaging appearance by Griffin on BBC’s Question Time, the 

BNP emerged from 2010’s elections with far fewer. Given its failure to capitalise, it is unclear 

whether the BNP is a spent force or, as in Sandwell, the size of far-right support has remained 

constant but has dispersed between a number of different groups and organisations many of which 

are campaigning on similar issues. 

 

 

In this way, the BNP opened a new frontier for the far-right in British politics. Through its clear and 

acknowledged shift towards more explicit anti-Muslim and anti-Islam messages, it not only found a 

resonance within the contemporary socio-political landscape but so too did it tap into the views of a 

reasonable number in British society. As Griffin openly acknowledged, ‘[The BNP] should be 

positioning ourselves to take advantage for our own political ends of the growing wave of public 

hostility to Islam’.  

RESOURCE: 

Chris Allen, Opposing Islamification or promoting Islamophobia? Understanding the 

English Defence League, in Patterns of Prejudice (Vol 45, Issue 4). 

unavailable online 

 

 

Since March 2009, a range of different groups and activities emanating from Luton have led to the 

formation of the English Defence League (EDL) although it remains unclear exactly how these at 



Cross-Government Working Group on anti-Muslim hatred: Scoping Exercise 
Dr Chris Allen, Institute of Applied Social Studies, University of Birmingham 

13 | P a g

times disparate and extremely loosely defined networks began to link up. Nonetheless, the summer 

of 2009 saw a number of them – some having been previously entirely virtual – beginning to 

mobilise and take their protests onto the streets. One of the largest was in Birmingham in August 

and was prompted by Ahlus Sunnah wal Jammah’s conversion of a 11 year old white boy in the city. 

Whilst reported that the protests – and ensuing skirmishes - were organised by Casuals United, the 

Guardian newspaper reported that this was in conjunction with the EDL. It was the first time the EDL 

was named in the national British press. 

RESOURCE: 

Nigel Copsey, The English Defence League: challenging our country and our values of social 

inclusion, fairness and equality (London: Faith Matters, 2010). 

http://faith-matters.org/images/stories/fm-reports/english-defense-league-report.pdf 

 

 CONTACT: 

 Prof Nigel Copsey 

Teesside University, Middlesbrough, Tees Valley TS1 3BA  UK 

n.copsey@tees.ac.uk 

01642 384093 

http://www.tees.ac.uk/schools/sam/staff_profile_details.cfm?staffprofileid=U0003032 

 

Since then, the EDL’s has grown dramatically. Claiming it was a necessary response to the frustration 

felt by ordinary people at the lack of action being taken by the British Government against what it 

early on described as ‘extremist Muslim preachers and organisations’, it clearly resonated with 

Griffin’s comments. A bulwark to Britain’s ‘politically correct culture’, the evidence for this includes: 

nativity plays being banned in some schools; halal meat being the only meat option served in many 

schools; Englishness becoming marginalised; and the national flag - the St George’s cross – being 

banned by some local authorities. Linking the need for its formation to the protests in Luton against 

the war in Afghanistan, the EDL described this as being ‘the final straw’: no longer could they not 

oppose the ‘threat to our way of life, our customs, our rule of law’.Whilst initially suggested that the 

EDL were the foot-soldiers of the BNP, such suggestions have never been comprehensively verified. 

Unsurprisingly, some links with the established far-right have been identified, but little real evidence 

exists to suggest that the EDL is either the direct product of the BNP or any other group in the far-

right milieu. As Copley notes, the EDL is instead a social movement ‘that deploys mass mobilisation, 

or the threat of mass mobilisation, as its prime source of influence’.  
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Claiming it comprises ordinary, non-racist citizens of England and supporters who have had enough 

of being treated as second-class citizens to ‘Jihadis in our own country’, little is known about profile 

of the EDL’s support. Nonetheless, the EDL in little more than a year and a half has grown 

substantially and can mobilise significant numbers to regularly march in towns and cities across 

England. Aside from the three thousand active supporters it can mobilise to march in places such as 

Dudley and Hanley, it is extremely difficult to know exactly how big or how well supported the EDL 

is. In terms of more passive support, the EDL has what it describes as a team of ‘armchair warriors’. 

Dating back to the 1960s, the term armchair warrior is a pejorative one used to describe speaking 

out in support of something whilst remaining in the comfort of one’s living room: colloquially, it 

refers to fighting a battle without taking to the battlefield. For the EDL, armchair warriors are key its 

success. As a post on the Casuals United blog highlights, in addition to the 2-3,000 people regularly 

marching it has a ‘further 30,000 who actively support the organisation and often act as armchair 

warriors forming more and more blogs, putting together YouTube videos to spread the message and 

involving themselves in email, telephone and letter writing campaigns’. Support of the EDL is 

therefore extremely multi-layered but also in some ways, quite invisible – the real breadth and reach 

of its influence being vague and uncertain. 

 

The EDL clearly creates a ‘form of order’ both about who we are and, more importantly, who we are 

not. ‘Who we are not’ is clear: it is the jihadis, extremists, radical imams and so on who the EDL 

believe to be looking to Islamify Britain.  This though has a much wider resonance.  Whilst the EDL 

routinely refer to preachers of hate, vile specimens and ‘Muslim extremists’, they also speak far less 

differentially: about Muslims ‘spreading across our country’ and besieging the ‘patriotic people’ of 

the English nation. Whilst the EDL are keen to understand the ‘patriotic people’ as multicultural – 

thus tailoring its message to reflect both its own heritage and the demography of the contemporary 

British landscape – there is a clear distinction between who is and is not included within this. 

Muslims and Islam clearly are not a part of “who we are”. 

 

When the EDL’s leader – ‘Tommy Robinson’ - states that ‘20 years down the line we’ll be overrun by 

Islam’ he is not referring to Islam as the sole preserve of the jihadis or extremists: he is talking about 

Islam per se. And Islam per se is the religion of all the different types of Muslims, not just the 

Muslims the EDL argue are Islamifying Britain. What becomes evident therefore is that whilst the 

EDL argues that it is only certain types of Islam and certain types of Muslims it is opposed to, the 

underpinning meaning is in reality and inference far less differentiated. Even if coincidental, it is 

highly unlikely that the significant passive disseminative recipients of these meanings would 
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necessarily be able to necessarily differentiate between those Muslims it targets and those it does 

not. Instead, it is highly likely that what is received is that Islam – Islam per se - can never be a part 

of “our way of life”. Inherently different to us and all that we believe to be normal, Islam in any of its 

manifestations or interpretations is opposite and Other. Given that Islam according to the EDL 

cannot – and will not – change, so the only way forward is for “us” to change and transform. Thus 

the political correctness pandering seems to be justified as an argument emerges that explains why 

the politicians, liberals and others that the EDL equally oppose, tell “us” to accommodate “them”. 

The EDL are therefore creating and perpetuating a form of order that demarcates who we are from 

who we are not. Employing a variety of different systems of meaning and thought through 

numerous signifiers or symbols – of a country besieged by Muslims, the eradication of Christmas, 

Jihadist preachers, the banning of nativity plays, halal meat only school dinners, the marginalisation 

of Englishness, the removal of the St George’s Cross and many more – the EDL pertain to influence, 

impact upon and inform the social consensus about the Other. Whether real or imaginary, accurate 

or inaccurate, representative or misrepresentative, the EDL are clearly creating and perpetuating 

meanings about Muslims and Islam that are ideologically Islamophobic. 

RESOURCE: 

Chris Allen, Opposing Islamification or promoting Islamophobia? Understanding the 

English Defence League, in Patterns of Prejudice (Vol 45, Issue 4). 

unavailable online 

 

 

Ideological Islamophobia in contemporary society 

Neither the media nor the rise of the far-right is occurring within a vacuum. The systems of meaning 

and thought that both tap into are already resonating with and feeding the already growing hostility 

to Islam that is increasingly becoming evident in contemporary Britain. I expound upon this theory in 

my 2010 book. 

RESOURCE:  

Chris Allen, “Islamophobia” (London: Ashgate, 2010) 

unavailable online 

 

Nonetheless, a handful of different sources can be referenced to anecdotally support this. At the 

most populist, an online poll organised by the Daily Star newspaper in October 2010 found that 98% 

of respondents agreed with the comment that Britain is becoming a Muslim state. 

RESOURCE: 
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Chris Allen, Opposing Islamification or promoting Islamophobia? Understanding the 

English Defence League, in Patterns of Prejudice (Vol 45, Issue 4). 

unavailable online 

 

More empirical and credible were the findings from the British Social Attitudes Survey 2010 that 

highlighted how just over half of the population believe that Britain is deeply divided along religious 

lines with around 45% believing that religious diversity is having a negative impact on society. Whilst 

focusing on ‘religious lines’ and ‘religious diversity’, further questioning highlights how it is Islam and 

Muslims that are seen to be particularly problematic. When asked how they would feel if a mosque 

was built on the street where they live, 55% admitted that they would be bothered. In contrast, only 

15% felt the same about a church being built.  

RESOURCE: 

National Centre for Social Research, British Social Attitudes Survey 2010 26th Edition 

(2010) 

http://tinyurl.com/yeo48hf 

 

All of this becomes manifested and seen at the grassroots level as the findings from recent research 

into Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hate crime show. From research I undertook in the Black 

Country, an area north of Birmingham where far-right organisations – including both the BNP and 

EDL – have been active for a number of years, one community leader working with young people to 

counter the divisive messages of the far-right spoke candidly about an anti-Muslim, anti-Islam 

‘sentiment or vibe’ that was becoming increasingly widespread in young people. Not just from those 

of white British heritage, but so too those from black Caribbean and some Asian heritages too. As 

she explains, expressing that ‘sentiment or vibe’ was unproblematic. In fact it was completely 

acceptable. Sounding very similar to something of a warning, she went on ‘You can kind of tap into 

that, then drip-feed other things later when you’ve kind of got it all worked out’.  

RESOURCE: 

Chris Allen, ‘West Midlands case study’ in Jonathan Githens-Mazer & Robert Lambert 

(eds.) Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hate crime: a London Case Study (Exeter: University 

of Exeter, 2010). 

http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/emrc/publications/Islamophobia_and_Anti-

Muslim_Hate_Crime.pdf 
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It is within this contemporary landscape within which the EDL and others have been able to grow 

and function. It is worth noting however that neither the EDL – nor the BNP before it – have 

constructed that landscape themselves and so the need to understand the ‘ideology’ of 

Islamophobia becomes critically important. It is not just about the EDL or BNP, but about the 

culmination of all of these factors – and indeed more – which result in Islamophobia having passed 

the ‘dinner table test’ to employ Baroness Warsi’s claim. As with the media however, it becomes 

very difficult to make theoretical or evidenceable claims about the perceived drivers or indeed the 

relationships between these and what might appear to be quite random and irrational attacks on 

the street, in the workplace, in the playground and so on. Making such links therefore is extremely 

problematic and complex. Attempting to override these problems and complexities will merely 

result in the claims being routinely dismissed and rejected. As such, I am not aware of any existing 

evidence that is available which links for example EDL demonstrations with incidents of anti-Muslim 

hatred although I would imagine that police data and monitoring would be able to provide this 

information on a localised, time specific basis. 
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International interventions to address negative attitudes 

towards Muslims 

 

I am not aware of any international interventions that have taken place to address negative 

attitudes towards Muslims and Islam.  

 

From having undertaken research for the EUMC, it would appear that where interventions do take 

place, they tend to occur within national borders rather than at the regional or international levels. 

Of these, I am not aware of any data available to support any analysis of whether such interventions 

might have positively or negatively impacted. 
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